position paper

Get Ready for
Political Terrorism
Israeli organizations working toward the
investigation of Operation Protective Edge as
agents of a Palestinian fund

In this report we have gathered facts about the activities of
Israeli and Palestinian groups which focus mainly on advancing
the de-legitimization of the State of Israel, accuse it of having
carried out war crimes and violated international law, and which
promote boycotts, divestment and sanctions (BDS) against
Israel.
This brochure is based on information that was non-confidential
and available when the research was conducted, with a focus on
the period after Operation Protective Edge.
Despite our efforts to be comprehensive, there may be additional sources which could have affected the results of the research
which we have missed. For the sake of furthering the accuracy
of this report, we would be grateful to anyone who brings further information to our attention.
If corrections are required following further information
received, these will be included in the following editions of this
report.
Im Tirtzu assumes no responsibility for any reliance based solely
on the contents of this brochure and shall bear no responsibility
for any such reliance.
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1. On the Concept “Political
Terrorism”
37

The concept of “terrorism” is currently attributed mainly to physical violent actions carried out
to advance political aims. Originally, the concept “terror” was associated with the result caused in
consequence of the action: “something that intimidates, an object of fear,” from Old French terreur
(14c.), from Latin terrorem (nominative terror) “great fear, dread, alarm, panic; object of fear, cause
of alarm; terrible news,” from terrere “fill with fear, frighten. Make deeply afraid “=” To fill with
terror.
Lately, the original meaning of the concept is once again dominant and it is understood that it is not
the violent act itself which promotes political aims and it is rather the fear that the action creates
which is supposed to attain the desired political aims.
When we use the concept “political terrorism” we wish to indicate various actions which are not
actually physically violent, but which are intended to spread terror and fear in certain countries for
the achievement of political aims.
The State of Israel and the IDF in particular are suffering from political terrorism because various
political entities in Israel and abroad (such as states, organizations, foundations, etc.) are carrying
out political actions with the aim of paralyzing Israel’s ability to defend itself.
We regard perpetrators of political terrorism as well as its financers and generators as malevolent
forces which constitute a real danger to the State of Israel both internally and abroad.
In the struggle for the continued existence of the State of Israel as a Jewish and democratic State, Im
Tirtzu will always seek to expose those who conspire against it.
We will not stop.
Matan Peleg
Chief Executive Officer
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2. Executive Summary
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In this report we show how an Arab foundation based in Ramallah
conveyed funding and guidelines to Israeli organizations for collecting information on IDF activities during Operation Protective Edge.
A. Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law Secretariat
(hereinafter: "the Secretariat") is an Arab Foundation based in Ramallah.1
The Secretariat is funded mainly by four European countries: Sweden,
Denmark, Switzerland and The Netherlands.2 In the course of 2014 alone,
the Secretariat announced the transfer of more than 11 million dollars
to dozens of Israeli and Palestinian NGOs.3 4
B. These transfers include those to organizations with avowed relationships
with prominent Arab terrorists, as well as two prominent Israeli NGOs,
B’Tselem and Breaking the Silence, who focus on de-legitimizing Israel
through accusing the IDF of war crimes.
C. These transfers raise many troubling questions as to the credibility
of B’Tselem and Breaking the Silence, including (a) the issue of why
they would agree to receive funds from an organization that is openly
supporting organizations who have connections with terrorism. (b)
whether they are ultimately serving as the agents of Secretariat as a
means of receiving continuing financial support.
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3. Foreword
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In the coming days, more and more Israeli and Arab organizations that call themselves "human
rights organizations" are likely to disseminate reports on the IDF's actions during Operation Protective Edge.
Both Israeli citizens and members of the international community who will be exposed to these
reports should keep in mind that these are not objective organizations whose guiding principles are
truth and justice. Instead they are political; indeed, their political agendas and negative attitudes
towards Israel have been determinative in their presentation of false and biased information.
Even during the course of Operation Protective Edge these organizations had made unfounded
accusations against the IDF and the State of Israel at every forum both in Israel and abroad, in order
to generate international pressure against the State of Israel. This despite all Israel’s efforts to act
in accordance with international law, and its painstaking efforts to avoid civilian casualties.5
The findings of this report raise many questions concerning the true interests of these organizations, and mainly the Israeli ones among them.

For example:
• Why have these Israeli organizations agreed to receive funding from an Arab fund based in
Ramallah, a fund located in enemy territory that supports Palestinian organizations affiliated
with terrorist organizations?
• Are in fact, these Israeli organizations serving as agents of enemy organizations who have as
their ultimate goal the destruction of the State of Israel?
• Why do Israeli organizations agree to partner with Arab organizations which are connected
to terrorist groups?
• Why are European countries interested in transferring funds to those Israeli organizations
specifically through that Arab Fund?
• Is it possible that all of the accusations made by B'Tselem, Breaking the Silence, Physicians
for Human Rights, Adalah and others concerning the so-called perpetration of war crimes
by Israel in Operation Protective Edge, were only intended to ensure that they continue to
receive working budgets from that Ramallah-based Fund?
Further findings of the report raise many disturbing questions that should apparently be addressed
to the Government's Legal Advisor, the Ministry of Justice, the Foreign Ministry, and possibly even
to the Prime Minister himself.

For example:
• Why does the State of Israel enable funding for Palestinian propaganda to be introduced into
the heart of Israeli society and why does it allow the operation of organizations that malign
Israel both internally and abroad, especially since these funds come from an enemy entity?
• How is it possible that B'Tselem, which receives funding from an Arab Fund based in Ramallah, is entitled to the status of an organization that belongs to the state-run civilian national
service volunteer program?
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4. Introduction
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The Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law Secretariat (hereinafter: "the Secretariat")
is an Arab Foundation based in Ramallah.6
The Foundation is yet another incarnation of the NGO Development Center (hereinafter: NDC),
concerning which the Im Tirtzu Movement has already publicized in the past its connection to the
families of "Shahids", and has indicated the flow of funds from it to both Israeli and Palestinian
extra-parliamentary organizations.7
The Secretariat is financed mainly by four European countries: Sweden, Denmark, Switzerland and
The Netherlands.8 In the course of 2014 alone, the Secretariat announced the transfer of more
than $11 million to dozens of extra-parliamentary Israeli and Palestinian organizations.9 10
In March 2014 the Secretariat decided to:
• Transfer of $325,000 to the Addameer11 Organization, which has close ties with the terrorist
organization Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine12 13 14 15 and which boasts in its
Internet site that it has direct contact with the terrorist Samar Abd'el Latif al-Barq, an
Al-Qaida Global Jihad16 17 terrorist currently being held under arrest in Israel.18 19
• A transfer of $710,000 to the Al Haq20 Organization, a leading organization in the BDS movement against the State of Israel, which is directed by Shawan Jabarin, a senior activist in
the terrorist organization "Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine", and is therefore prevented from receiving an exit visa from Israel to Jordan.21 22 23 24
• A transfer of $300,000 to the Israeli de-legitimization organization Breaking the Silence25
(which is also supported by the New Israel Fund).
• A transfer of $710,000 to the Israeli de-legitimization organization B'Tselem26 (which is
also supported by the New Israel Fund).

Other organizations that receive funding from the Secretariat are: Adalah, Bimkom, Gisha,
Hamoked, Physicians for Human Rights, Public Committee against Torture - Israel, Yesh Din
(All of these also receive support from the New Israel Fund as of 2013, which was the last
year for which statements were issued), Aldameer, Al Mezan Center for Human Rights, Badil,
Defense for Children International – Palestine Branch, Palestinian Center for Human Rights,
etc.27 28
These organizations are active mainly in the following fields:
Promoting the de-legitimization of the State of Israel
Calling for a boycott against Israel (BDS)
Accusing Israel of a deliberate policy of ethnic cleansing and Apartheid
Calling for and supporting the prosecution of senior Israeli officials for the perpetration of war crimes
• Investigating Israel and accusing it of perpetrating war crimes
•
•
•
•
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5. Operation Protective Edge
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On July 8, 2014, after intensification of the firing of rockets on Israeli civilians perpetrated by terrorist organizations in Gaza led by Hamas, the IDF initiated Operation Protective Edge.
On August 2, 2014, the Secretariat approved applications for emergency assistance from partner
organizations which submitted applications in response to its call for proposals.
The Secretariat approved 9 out of a total of 11 received proposals, focusing on documentation of
human rights and international humanitarian law violations during the course of Israel’s ongoing
military offensive on the Gaza Strip…
In its engagement with the nine organizations, "the Secretariat expressed the need to effectively
coordinate documentation efforts to support current and future documentation and investigation
efforts by CSOs for the purposes of assisting and supporting national and international mechanisms."29
Among the organizations approved by the Secretariat for the transfer of emergency assistance to
investigate Israeli "war crimes" are:

A. Defense for Children International – Palestine Branch (DCI-PS) – An
organization that promotes BDS against Israel.30 31 One of the heads of
this organization is Shawan Jabarin,32 a senior activist in the terror
organization Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, who
is consequently prevented from receiving an exit visa from Israel to
Jordan.33 34 35 36
B. Al-Mezan Center for Human Rights - An organization that promotes
BDS against Israel37 38 - which has worked together with the Al Haq
organization to prosecute former Defense Minister Ehud Barak for
perpetrating war crimes, in London in 2009.39
C. Badil - An organization that promotes BDS against Israel,40 41 42 which
among other activities promotes the claim for the "right of return" for
Arab "refugees", and it accuses Israel of perpetrating "ethnic cleansing"
and genocide.43 44 45 46
Of the nine organizations approved by the Secretariat, there are two Israeli de-legitimization
organizations: B'Tselem and "Breaking the Silence".47
In other words, these Israeli organizations receive funding from an Arab organization
based in Ramallah, which funds extremist Arab organizations, some of which are connected to terror organizations.
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6. Materials that comprise
the Schabas Report
43

Similar to the process that preceded the establishment of the Goldstone Committee after
Operation Cast Lead, after Operation Protective Edge, a network of Palestinian and Israeli
organizations have been leading a public campaign in Israel and abroad calling for the establishment of an international commission of inquiry.48 49
The difference between Palestinian and Israeli organizations concerning this is that when accusations against the IDF for perpetration of war crimes come, allegedly, from concerned Israeli citizens, this is perceived as much more convincing, especially in the international arena.
Therefore, it is not surprising that after approving the Secretariat's emergency assistance, the
Secretariat convened several times to check the progress of investigations and the gathering
of information and in the course of these meetings the importance of cooperating with the
UN's commission of inquiry (Schabas Commission) was emphasized.50 51
Just as Israeli and Palestinian organizations served as the anchor for the false and distorted
Goldstone Report, we are currently on the threshold of the publication of an additional falsified and distorted report, the findings of which have been dictated in advance.
A clear process can be distinguished which connects dozens of Israeli organizations that
conducted a public campaign calling for the UN's Human Rights Council to take action and
investigate alleged Israeli violations of international law52 53 54 55 56 while the fighting was still
raging, with organizations currently publicizing false and distorted reports against the IDF
and the State of Israel.
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7. Appendices:
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Approval of emergency funding for nine "civil society organizations"
On August 2, 2014, the Secretariat published on its Internet site that it was "approving funding
for emergency assistance for nine organizations in order to probe and investigate violations of
human rights and international humanitarian law in the course of the ongoing Israeli military
offensive in the occupied Gaza Strip."

Illustration 1 – from http://rightsecretariat.ps/events/112-secretariat-approves-9-cso-proposals-gaza-strip
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Illustration 2 – Organizational Chart
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Of nine organizations approved, seven were Palestinian and 2 Israeli organizations: B'Tselem
and "Breaking the Silence"
The following are details of the organizations:
A. Defence for Children International – Palestine Branch (DCI-PS)
– an anti-Israel BDS organization57 58 - one of the heads of the organization
is Shawan Jabarin,59 a senior member of "The Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine" who is therefore prevented from receiving an exit
visa from Israel to Jordan.60 61 62
B. Al Mezan Center for Human Rights – an anti-Israel BDS
organization63 64 that worked with the Al Haq organization to have former
Defense Minister Ehud Barak for war crimes, in London in 2009,65 and
that participated in the false and distorted report published on February,
2015, by Physicians for Human Rights and other organizations, regarding
Operation Protective Edge.66
C. Badil - an anti-Israel BDS organization67 68 69 which among other activities
has been working to advance the claim in favor of the "Right of Return"
for Arab "refugees", and accuses Israel of having committed "ethnic
cleansing" and "genocide".70 71 72 73
D. B'Tselem – an anti-Israel de-legitimization organization – accuses Israel
of "Apartheid", "war crimes", "beating and abusing Palestinians”74; was
involved in the Goldstone Report,75 submits fallacious and incorrect
reports about Palestinian casualties76 and was recently involved in
the release of a Palestinian security prisoner who participated in an
attempted attack in Bat Yam.77 B'Tselem actively worked to counter
IDF and State of Israel actions in Operation Brother's Keeper78 and in
Operation Protective Edge79 and took action to prevent Israel from
exercising its right to protect its citizens as well as to prosecute an Israeli
soldier.80 81 In addition, the Director of B'Tselem, Haggai Elad, refused to
designate Hamas as a terrorist organization82 in the middle of Operation
Protective Edge, and B'Tselem systematically avoided condemning the use
Hamas made of civilians as human shields.83
E. Breaking the Silence – "an organization of veteran combatants who
have served in the Israeli military in the occupied territories since the
start of the Second Intifada and afterwards ."84
In practice, the organization is very active abroad, participates in
symposiums, some of which are intensely anti-Israel, such as "Israeli
Apartheid Week", gives lectures and publishes information in foreign
media in order to weaken the IDF's ability to protect Israeli citizens.
Among its activities: Accusing the IDF on the organization's website of
perpetrating war crimes in Operation Cast Lead in 2009,85 involvement
in the Goldstone Report86 and lectures in the frame of "Israeli Apartheid
Week" all over the world.87
F. Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR) – An organization
that is responsible for most of the litigations against senior Israeli
officials, among them: Former Defense Minister Shaul Mofaz, Doron
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Almog, Avi Dichter, Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon, Ami Ayalon, etc.88 In
the course of Operation Cast Lead, PCHR accused the IDF of deliberately
targeting civilians, claiming that "an Israeli decision was taken to bring
about the maximum number of casualties at the height of activities
today". According to an article published in Der Spiegel, PCHR recently
prepared 936 litigations against the IDF on account of war crimes.89 The
organization's website presents grave accusations against the State of
Israel, which are widely quoted in the Goldstone Report.90
G. Aldameer Association for Human Rights – A member of the nongovernmental network of Palestinian organizations (PNGO), which was a
significant tier in the production of many of the preparatory documents
for the Durban Conference in 2001, including a document calling for an
embargo against Israel.91 The organization portrays terror activists as
saintly figures and dwells on Palestinian rights of resistance.92
H. Women’s Affairs Center (WAC)93 – designated as an NGO94 for research
and training which promotes women's rights and gender equality in
Palestinian society.95
I. Women’s Affairs Technical Committee (WATC)96 – The organization
published reports97 claiming that most of the casualties in Operation
Protective Edge were women and children, and organizes demonstrations
against the “occupation”.98 The organization has also pledged its support
for a boycott against the State of Israel.99
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The Secretariat's Funding of Organizations in 2014

In the course of the year the Secretariat approved at least two transfers of more than $11
million to various organizations. The first transfer was approved on March 3, 2014,100 and the
second was approved on September 18, 2014.101
A partial list of organizations funded by the Secretariat:

Illustration 3 – from http://rightsecretariat.ps/component/content/article/78-pages/109-list-of-core-funding-grantees-alphabetical-order
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Details of funding for organizations:
102

Secretariat Core Funding Recipients approved in March 2014102
Name of Organization
Adalah - The Leal Center for Arab Minority Rights in Israel Haifa
Addameer Prisoner Support and Human Rights Association Ramallah
Al-Dameer Association for Human Rights - Gaza
Al Mezan Center for Human Rights - Gaza
Al-Haq “Law in the Service of Man” - Ramallah
B’Tselem - the Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the
Occupied Territorie - Jerusalem
BADIL - Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and Refugee
Rights - Bethlehem
Bimkom - Planners for Planning Rights - Jerusalem
Breaking the Silence - Tel Aviv
Defense for Children International (DCI) - Ramallah
Democracy and Workers’ Rights Center in Palestine (DWRC) Ramallah
Gisha - Legal Center for Freedom of Movement - Tel Aviv
HaMoked - Center for the Defense of the Individual - Jerusalem
Palestinian Centre for Human Rights (PCHR) - Gaza
Palestinian Working Women Society for Development
(PWWSD) - Ramallah
Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) - Tel Aviv
Public Committee Against Torture in Israel (PCATI) - Jerusalem
The Jerusalem Legal Aid & Human Rights Center (JLAC) Ramallah
The Palestinian Initiative for the Promotion of Global Dialogue
and Democracy - MIFTAH - Ramallah
Women Affairs Technical Committee (WATC) - Ramallah
Women Studies Center - Jerusalem
Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counselling (WCLAC) Ramallah
Women's Affairs Center (WAC) - Gaza
Yesh Din - Volunteers for Human Rights - Tel Aviv

Total funding approved in March

16

Grant amount

$ 190,000

Suported
by the New
Israel Fund
V

$ 325,000
$ 230,000
$ 415,000
$ 710,000
$ 710,000

V

$ 260,000
$ 251,000
$ 300,000
$ 578,000

V
V

$ 300,000
$ 483,000
$ 710,000
$ 710,000

V
V

$ 532,000
$ 300,000
$ 356,000

V
V

$ 410,000
$ 330,000
$ 500,000
$ 350,000
$ 710,000
$ 520,000
$ 300,000
$ 10,480,000

V

Secretariat Core Funding Recipients approved in September 2014103
Name of Organization
AQHRC - Al-Quds Human Rights Clinic - Al-Quds
University (AQU)
CCPRJ - The Civic Coalition for Palestinian Rights in
Jerusalem
Community Media Center
CWLRC - Centre for Women’s Legal Research &
Consulting
Hurryyat - The Center for Defense of Liberties & Civil
Rights
IALIIS - Ibrahim Abu-Lughod Institute of International
Studies - Birzeit University
Kav LaOved - Worker's Hotline
LRC - Land Research Center
MA'AN Development Center - Gaza
Ma'an Network
Musawa - The Palestinian Center for the Independence of
the Judiciary and the Legal Profession
Muwatin - The Palestinian Institute for the Study of
Democracy
PAFU - The Palestinian Farmers Union as hosting
organization of the Stop the Wall Campaign (STW)
PARC - The Agricultural Development Association - Gaza
PBA - Palestinian Bar Association - Gaza
PCS - The Palestinian Consultative Staff for Developing
NGOs
PSCCW - Psycho Social Counselling Center for Women
Rabbis for Human Rights
Teacher Creativity Center
Women for Life Organization

Grant amount

Suported by
the New Israel
Fund

$ 25,000
$ 50,000
$ 65,000
$ 45,000
$ 50,000
$ 70,000
$ 60,000
$ 72,000
$ 68,211
$ 56,000

V*

$ 45,000
$ 80,000
$ 65,000
$ 97,850
$ 55,000
$ 65,000
$ 50,000
$ 70,000
$ 99,290
$ 35,000

Total funding approved in September

$ 1,223,351

Total funding

$ 11,703,351

V

* Kav La'Oved – Worker's Hotline did not receive funding from the New Israel Fund in 2013,
but did receive funding in previous years.
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From Im Tirtzu Movement's report on the impact of New Israel Fund organizations on the Goldstone Report
– 12.11.12 http://imti.org.il/Uploads/NIFGoldstone25P.pdf
From the site of the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs: http://jcpa.org.il/JCPAHeb/index.asp
From the site "Rotter" http://rotter.net/forum/gil/27342.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?fbid=10152127798401570&set=a.416625281569.201864.169981156569&type=1&theater
http://www.ngo-monitor.org.il/article/_423
http://www.btselem.org/press_release/20140721_joint_statement_on_gaza
http://www.acri.org.il/he/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/yoamash210714.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/telavivradio/13-2014a-2
http://mida.org.il/2014/08/18/%D7%90%D7%A8%D7%92%D7%95%D7%9F%D7%91%D7%A6%D7%9C%D7%9D-%D7%91%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%95%D7%AA%D7%94%D7%97%D7%9E%D7%90%D7%A1
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/about/organization
http://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/testimonies/publications
From the Im Tirtzu Movement's Report on the impact of New Israel Fund organizations on the Goldstone
Report, 12.11.12 - http://imti.org.il/Uploads/NIFGoldstone25P.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?fbid=607042552645287&set=a.125710007445213.22009.123383144344566&type=1&theater
http://www.imti.org.il/Reports/NIF-ADALA-Report.pdf
http://www.spiegel.de/#action=404&ref=hpinject404
http://imti.org.il/Uploads/GoldstoneHE5.pdf
http://www.ngo-monitor.org.il/article/_167
http://www.miftah.org/Display.cfm?DocId=5081&CategoryId=2
http://www.wac.org.ps/en/
http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1G2-3424602870.html
http://untermportal.un.org/display/Record/UNHQ/Women---ls_Affairs_Center_-_Gaza/c303060
http://www.watcpal.org
http://www.watcpal.org/news/three-war-one-life
http://www.watcpal.org/news/womens-march-ramallah-protest-israeli-aggression-against-gaza
http://www.bdsmovement.net/call#Hebrew
http://rightsecretariat.ps/our-work/grantees/core-funding
http://rightsecretariat.ps/events/115-20
http://rightsecretariat.ps/our-work/grantees/core-funding
http://rightsecretariat.ps/events/115-20
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